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The Geocaching Association of Great Britain is the

leading UK Geocaching body, recognised by and acting

on behalf of geocachers. The Association was

established in 2003 to provide a national organisation

that represented geocaching, and to serve as a UK

point of contact for geocachers, landowners, the

media and others with an interest in geocaching. Find

us online at www.gagb.org.uk.

Contributions to Seeker are welcome; please contact

editor@gagb.org.uk. The Association is unable, at the

present time, to pay for submissions. Copyright in all such

contributions will revert to the author on publication of

the subsequent issue. Pictures are published on a single-

use, non-exclusive UK editorial rights basis, under which

copyright remains with the photographer. For individual

articles, the author is also the photographer unless

otherwise stated. 
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I hope you are all keeping well. The Spring weather

was mixed but there were plenty of opportunities to

get out caching. The Easter break and half-term saw

lots of new cachers in my area, with plenty of finds

on my caches and plenty of DNFs as people learn

where to look and what to look for.

GAGB Membership numbers are steadily increasing,

and I hope you are all enjoying the monthly

newsletter and quarterly Seeker magazine that our

editor Jenn Hill (Jennthefunkyranger) puts together.

If you have any items you would like published

please send them to editor@gagb.org.uk. If

subsequently published in Seeker, you will receive a

10% discount on your next shop order over £10 by

way of thanks. 

As we look towards the summer, many are planning

their trips to Mega and Giga events. Having served

on a Mega committee I am fully aware of the work

and time that goes into planning these events and

wish those planning them every success. I look

forward to meeting many of you during the

Uttoxeter Mega week in August.

In this edition of Seeker, we feature photos from the

recent SWAG weekend. Further information about

SWAG Weekend and CITO week as well as many

pages such as puzzle solving tips can be found on

our website www.gagb.org.uk. The website also

details the agreements that are in place to assist in

cache placement.It was extensively redesigned a

couple of years ago – take a look.

Have Fun and Stay Safe.
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NEWS ROUND-UP

After the success of London Calling 2021 the

commuttee have annouced that the event will return

in 2023, held in a new venue over the early May bank

holiday weekend.  The event listing has now been

published, and more information can be found here

Groundspeak have recently announced an update to

the official Geocaching app, following requests from

cachers. The profile section has had many more

options added inso you can view more information

about your stats on the go, and for premium

member caches the sort function on the lists has

been improved. 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...

London Calling 2023

Geocaching app update

3

GAGB CITO week
The GAGB CITO week returns in autumn, 17-25

September. That may seem ages away at the

moment, but now is the time to start planning your

events, time to start getting these in the calendar.

Once your event has been published please let us

know about it.

For more information check out the CITO page on

our website. 

https://coord.info/GC9MAXX
https://londoncallingnow.co.uk/
https://www.gagb.org.uk/cito-week.php#gsc.tab=0


West Mids Mega (GC9M3MT)

1-8 Aug - Uttoxeter, Staffs
Day visitor entry charge: £5 per adult, children free

 

A week of caching events,

culminating in the biggest event of

the year. The venue is Uttoxeter

Racecourse in Staffordshire, and it

will be the first 8 day camping

event to be held since 2019!

Camping available from Monday

1st August until Monday 8th

August. 

More information on the glorious

choice of side events can be found

on page x - this is to help you plan

your week.

There will be a plethora of new

caches around the local area,

including some Adventure Labs.

Drive, bike, walk, boat, train,

plane, hitch a lift— however you

plan on getting there, be sure to:

 

Set your satnav for ST14 8BD. 
 

Your Guide to the UK's

Mega Season 2022
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Piratemania 14 (GC9M3MT)

30 July - Bakewell, Derbyshire
Day visitor entry charge: £3 per adult and £1 per child.

 

Based around a Camping weekend,

plenty of geo-walks, games, loot,

doubloons, and cosplay. Bring a

dodgy accent and a sense of

humour. 

Camping available from the

Thursday evening until Monday, and

day visitors welcome. 

It all kicks off at 10AM sharp, with a

bunch of caches released and

several hundred pirates heading out

for a good ol’ treasure hunt. 

Evening entertainment is quite

competitive, with Pirate Captains

vying for the most doubloons. Join a

team and may the luckiest pirate

win... 

Good, family fun in a relaxed,

friendly, setting. Bring a dodgy

pirate accent for maximum fun! 

 

Set your satnav for DE45 1AH.

Part 1

https://coord.info/GC9D1HX
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC9M3MT


Plan your journey: if you're camping for most of Mega season and heading straight from

Piratemania to the West Midlands Mega, above is Google's suggested route... 

PIRATEMANIA

WEST MIDS MEGA

Mega Season Side Events
Both the Piratemania and West Midlands Mega teams have been busy organising a range of side

events. We want to help you plan your week, so check out page x for a guide to all the events

taking place! Below is a map showing the location of the West Midlands Mega side events...
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Stoke is actually not one city, but a merging

of six towns – Burslem (The Mothertown, and

home of Robbie Williams), Hanley (the city

centre), Stoke (just to confuse things),

Tunstall and Longton. Actually, whilst it is

known as the Six Towns for these places there

are many, many more parts to the city than

these! Neighbouring Newcastle-Under-Lyme

chose to remain separate. 

Stoke-on-Trent
The nearest city to Uttoxeter is Stoke-on-

Trent, more commonly known as Stoke. Also

known as The Potteries, as you will see from

the section below about pottery. Stoke-on-

Trent is not generally thought of as a

destination, and a huge decline in the pottery

industry has left its mark on the city. But

scratch below the surface, and you’ll find a

city rich with culture and heritage. 

What to do at the West
Midlands Mega

Jenn Hill (jennthefunkyanger)

The West Midlands Mega 2022 team are bringing you all to Staffordshire for a week. But what is
there to see and do here? I have stuck to places within 30 minutes of Uttoxeter, as a week is not
long enough to even scratch the surface, but of course there is far more to the area than what I
have included. 

Although I am from West Yorkshire originally, I have called this area home since 2008. I did a
post grad course at Keele uni, and then stayed here, so I know the area pretty well now. And of
course, it’s thanks to caching I’ve really got to know some of the areas. 
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Attractions 

What do you mean, you want a break from

caching? A concept we are less familiar with,

but if you do want to do something different

there are plenty of opportunities. 

Pottery

There is a good reason that Stoke is known as

the Potteries, as there are so many here. You

will most certainly see a bottle oven or two

whilst in the area, and the remaining

examples of these iconic structures are now

all listed. 

Middleport Pottery is 10 minutes walk from

Longport train station, on a direct line to

Uttoxeter (Crewe – Derby line, with trains

running once an hour). For fans of The Great

Pottery Throwdown the name will be familiar,

as it’s where series 1-3 were filmed. There are

several gift shops and studios here, it is home

to Burleigh, and access to the site is free,

though there is an additional cost for the

heritage tour. The site is open 10-4 all week,

however I recommend visiting Tuesday –

Saturday as these are the days all the shops

are open, many are closed on Sunday and

Monday. I also recommend the café here.

Disabled access has been incorporated into

the site where possible, but because of the age

of the building there are some areas that are

not accessible. 

Food

Whilst here, you need to sample some of the

local delicacies. One of the best known has to

be Staffordshire Oatcakes. Not to be confused

with Scottish Oatcakes that are found in with

the savoury biscuits in supermarkets, these

are large and are similar to pancakes,

however the recipe often remains a guarded

secret. Generally served savoury, cheese, or

cheese and bacon, are firm favourites of the

locals. 

Lobby is another popular food, this is very

similar to a stew, and there are several

theories as to where the name comes from,

the most common being because everything

was “lobbed” into the pot. Not being a stew

fan, nor much of a meat eater, I am going to

confess now that this is something I have

never actually tried!
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Emma Bridgewater is located in Hanley, the

city centre of Stoke on Trent, and is another

name you no doubt have heard of. There are

factory tours, a factory shop and a pottery

café where you can paint your own piece of

Emma Bridgewater pottery (they will glaze

and fire this for you, then it can be either

collected or posted on for a small charge).

Other attractions

Pottery not your cup of tea? There is still

plenty to see and do in the area. 

For thrill seekers, Alton Towers is on the

doorstep of the mega site, then slightly

further afield is Drayton Manor. Pre-booking

is highly recommended for these. 

Thrill seeking not your thing? Maybe

chocolate is! Cadbury World is located in the

village Bourneville (yes, it’s a real place as

well as the name of a type of chocolate), and

can be accessed by train from Birmingham

Central Station. Again, prebooking is advised

here. It is quite a way from the mega site, but

is something you could combine with the

Birmingham day trip. 

Gladstone Pottery is another place that

Pottery Throwdown fans will recognise as

this is the filming location of series 4 and

5 (because of Covid restrictions exclusive

access to the site was needed, as

Middleport is a working pottery this

couldn’t be accommodated, whereas

Gladstone is now a museum so could be

closed to the public for the duration of

filming). Find out about the history of the

Pottery and tiles, and then a firm favourite

with kids is the toilet museum located

within the site! For an additional cost you

can then have a go at throwing a pot

yourself, or making a flower out of clay.

Please be aware that as this was a working

pottery at one time disabled access to the

site is limited. 

Wedgwood is located further out of Stoke,

but is another name you are likely to have

heard of. Access to the site is free,

however there is a charge for the museum

areas. There are also opportunities to have

a go at painting your own pottery, though

this will need to be pre-booked. 
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You can go on a mine tour, and on the

railway here, plus there is a café serving the

local delicacy of oatcakes. For anyone wanting

an even longer walk once you reach the main

road at the top of the site you can cross over

into Silverdale Country Park, also formerly an

open cast mine, which also has several caches

and a set of labs. 

Westport Lake is one of Stoke’s popular

beauty spots. The lake is roughly one mile

round, flat, and paved paths so is a good

accessible area to go walking. It is also a very

cache dense area! It can be reached via the

canal towpath from Middleport Pottery, and

there is parking there for a small charge.

There is usually an ice cream van there, the

visitors’ centre has a café and if you are there

at the right time, have a look on the canal for

the oatcake boat and the floating pub! 

The Roaches is a large set of rocks with

fantastic views on the edge of the Peak

District. Park up at the parking waypoint

for GC16KFB (this is the final for a set of

caches around the moorlands so will need

a bit of work before heading here if you

want to find it), and make your way across

the rocky edge, popular with walkers and

climbers, up to GCH48F at the far end.

Whilst here do not miss the Winking Man

on the main road. A rock sticking out with

the profile of a face, when you pass this at

the right angle the eye appears to wink at

you.

Apedale is a large country park on the

edge of Newcastle under Lyme, and is the

location of side event GC9MDXT. Formerly

a mine it has now been turned into a

country park, with stunning views over the

area. It is the location of one of the side

events, where you will have the

opportunity to go on a walk around the

area, which has a mix of new caches that

are going out for the mega, and also some

pretty old caches. 
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every time a branch fell. To prevent any

branches falling the whole tree has now been

chained up. Distant screams can regularly be

heard here….

LQ Staffordshire (GC154YC) – for anyone

working on the Little Quest series, the

Staffordshire cache is in Trentham, on the

eastern edge of Stoke on Trent. Set in an area

of tranquil woodside, it is only a short walk

from the parking area making it an easy to

grab cache. 

Winking Man (GC6FD7H) – this is an

Earthcache around the rock that makes up

the very popular landmark of the Winking

Man. 

Villains of Harry Potter (GC8WJ99) is a series

by JnK Fox, on the edge of Newcastle under

Lyme. With around 50 caches in this loop

takes you on varied terrain from urban, to

countryside, to woods. Many of the containers

on this series are hand crafted, very clever

caches, so be sure to have your favourite

points saved up ready. 

Chase Memorial (GC1D38) – this cache is on

the stunning Cannock Chase, about an hour

south of the mega. If you are a cacher who

likes finding old caches this one, placed in

September 2001, should be on your list. 

Anything by tangoA&J. TangoA&J are known

for their really creative, hand crafted caches,

and any of their hides is worth a visit. Again,

make sure you have plenty of favourite points

available. 

Are your mini cachers little monkeys at the

best of times? Take them to the Monkey

Forest at Trentham Gardens! This is a large

estate on the south eastern edge of Stoke,

with a large shopping area made up of log

cabins, a large lake and impressive gardens

(complete with a barefoot walk and fairy

trail), Aerial Extreme, and the Monkey Forest,

where you can walk amongst the Barbary

Apes. 

And not forgetting - caches

As always, there will be plenty of caches put

out for the mega. The sock puppet account

SOS_Mega_Crew is a team of local cachers

who are working together to bring you a

variety of caches to suit all abilities and

caching styles, from canoeing and high

terrain to country walks, drive bys and geo-

art. 

Other caches that come recommended are:

Something Sinister (GCNA9Z) – This is at the

site of the Chained Oak. The legend is that a

curse was put on the tree, causing a member

of family from the Earl of Alton Towers to die 
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On Saturday 14th May, we set out on our

journey at the early time of 04:00am. We

caught the train from Prague to the sleepy

village of Úvaly, where a local geocacher was

hosting both a Regular Event and a CITO

Event for all those who were intending on

doing the 15-type challenge. And believe me,

we certainly were not the only ones. We met

many local geocaches from the UK, whose

caching names we could finally put to faces.

We also bumped into a geocaching friend

from Romania, whom we first met in

Budapest last year. We witnessed a brave

geocacher do a high tree climb and in total,

over five hundred geocaches attended these

two events. I could have easily been a Mega

Event in its own right. It got so busy with the

parking that local muggle residents contacted

the police.

One Giga, one day - 15
cache types

Back in 2019, myself and Mum

(skybluesam87) were in the beautiful country

of San Marino when we logged our Will

Attend for the 20th Anniversary of

Geocaching Giga Event in Prague, Czech

Republic. Neither Mum nor I had attended a

Giga event before, so this trip was very highly

anticipated. But then, we all know what

happened the following year, and plans were

subsequently put on hold.

Fast forward to January 2022, I was doing

some scouring on the geocaching map, and it

came to my realisation that it would be

possible to find fifteen geocache types in one

calendar day. These types included the

following: Traditional, Multi-Cache, Mystery,

Virtual, Webcam, Earthcache, Wherigo,

Letterbox Hybrid, Event Cache, CITO Event,

Community Celebration Event, Giga Event,

GPS Maze Exhibit, Adventure Lab and

Locationless. So, we started a plan and got

ourselves prepared to embark on what was a

European record.

11
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At the time of getting the train back into

Prague, we had already done the Traditional,

Mystery, CITO, Event and Locationless,

combining the latter with the CITO. Now it

was onwards to the Giga Event sight. We

headed down on the tram and got in the

queue for the GPS Maze Exhibit. We waited

forty minutes before finally making it inside.

The GPS Maze was an interesting experience.

We learnt a lot of things about geocache sizes

and the history of the GPS. Despite it all being

written in Czech, the images and diagrams

made it easy to study.

Once we had done that, we spent time at the

Giga, trading wooden coins and checking our

stalls. We signed the big Hollywood style

lettering, which was the log for the Giga, and

a giant fake cake which functioned as the log

for the Community Celebration event. Plus,

the adventure lab caches took our total to

nine. We got the ferry over the river, followed

by a bus to Zbraslav, which was home to the

closest Webcam cache to Prague. When we

got there, we did the webcam and then we

subsequently joined Shiggaddi (Martin),

Irishalan (Alan) and a geocacher called Nina

(whose caching name I did not catch, I

apologise), for a nearby Letterbox which they

were all working on. Once we had all came to

a consensus, we used teamwork and we

finally got the Letterbox we were looking for.

A bus ride back to the Giga site, myself, Mum,

and Martin continued our mission up the

nearby hill to find a Multi and an Earthcache.

We found them all perfectly fine and once we

parted ways, we headed back into town for the

final two types. We got a virtual perfectly okay

and it was time for the Wherigo. But disaster

struck at GZ; it was missing. We had worked

hard and were worried that our efforts for

fifteen had been thwarted. But thankfully, the

British geocaching community is a strong

one and our close friends came to our rescue

with help on another Wherigo. We got to GZ

and to our relief, it was there. We celebrated

with a hug and a nice pint of Czech lager

each.

In conclusion, this challenge took us the best

part of fifteen hours, lots of transportation,

hiking hills and plenty of stress. Was it all

worth it? Absolutely! The Prague Giga was

brilliant, well organised and it was nice to

meet so many geocachers, not just from

home, but from all over the world. And I

cannot thank my Mum enough for all the

support with the challenge. We could not

have done it without each other and our

friends.
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Constitution of the GAGB
Proposed Changes to the

The GAGB constitution outlines the objects, functions, and rules under which the GAGB can

operate. The current constitution was approved by members in July 2018. The committee now

feel that the time is right to alter the constitution once again. Following several months of

discussion and rigorous debate, we have now published a draft new constitution, which you can

view HERE.

What are the key changes, and what are we trying to achieve? We take you through the logic and

debate below… 

GAGB Regional Representatives
The most significant change we are proposing is a substantial new clause on GAGB Regional

Representatives. We appointed our first reps last year, and we are pleased with the evidence that

this initiative is working in practice - reps are organising official events, and effectively

promoting the GAGB and geocaching in their regions. We feel it is necessary to add reps into the

constitution, clearly stating their responsibilities, term of office, the ways in which they are

appointed and can step down, and everything else in between. Crucially, the new constitution will

require future committees to continue to appoint reps every year, to ensure that all areas of our

geographical remit can be officially represented. This clause will consolidate reps as an

important part of the organisational structure of the Association – a major change that brings us

in line with our counterparts in the USA.

GAGB Friends
Back in 2018, a new membership tier was added into the constitution: GAGB Friends. We are

proposing to remove it from here, believing that it is, in fact, not a tier itself, and that it is those

in the ‘Individual Members’ or ‘Founder Members’ tiers who can offer to become a GAGB Friend.

A new clause has been added to flesh out what it means to be a GAGB Friend and how to become

one, which is much needed as these key details are missing from the current constitution. 

Objects
Over the years, there has been much confusion over where the GAGB ‘covers’. We would like to

finally make this crystal clear, through explicitly stating that our geographical remit is “Great

Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man, and the Channel Islands”. 

Another key addition is reference to promoting geocaching, which emphasises our established

and increasing focus on spreading the word about the game, mostly through outreach events. It

essentially solidifies this as one of our key objects.
13
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Termination of Membership of the Executive Committee
We are proposing to add several important changes here. If membership of the Executive

Committee is terminated, that individual will not be able to stand for election again, and if

someone resigns following a formal warning, they will not be able to stand for a period of five

years from resignation. 

We feel these additions are critical – at the moment, someone who may have been removed from

the committee for a serious reason can run again in the GAGB elections. If they are re-elected,

their continued involvement, depending on the circumstances, could potentially damage the

reputation, operation, and viability of the Association. This change seeks to safeguard these three

things.

However, in the interest of fairness, anyone not eligible to stand can still request to do so, with

the decision lying in the hands of the incumbent Executive Committee (two thirds must be in

favour). This means that anyone who is removed for a relatively unserious reason can still be

given another chance to be on the committee.

Elections
At the moment, an election for the position of Chair takes place prior to one for the eight

committee members. But what if no one wishes to stand for Chair, leaving the office vacant? We

feel this is a question that must be answered. 

Our proposed solution is that, in such an event, the election for committee members would

proceed, with nine able to be elected, rather than eight. Then, the newly formed executive would

elect a Chair from within during the first meeting. This change will ensure that the GAGB will

always have a Chair in post.

GAGB Supporters
If you have ever donated to the GAGB, you will notice that your user group is automatically

changed to ‘GAGB Supporter’. We are proposing to recognise our GAGB Supporters in the

constitution, in the same way that we mention our membership tiers, Friends, Regional

Representatives, and Executive Committee. Moreover, the wording of the new clause opens up

future possibilities for the GAGB to implement ways to encourage regular (e.g. monthly or

annual) donations to help with our fundraising (a potential special reward scheme for

supporters?)

Officers and Executive Committee
Reference to the role of Vice Chair is added into the constitution for the first time, although

without an obligation to appoint one every year, as is the case with the Secretary and Treasurer

positions. It is suggested that the Vice Chair, if there is one, should stand in for the Chair if they

ever become unavailable.
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Other Minor Changes
In addition to the above, we are proposing a number of minor changes. These include stating

that meeting minutes must also be posted on the website, which makes sense as people continue

to move away from checking forums (where they are traditionally posted). 

Another important addition is that all receipts relating to expenses must be provided to the

Treasurer prior to any reimbursement. 

The rest of the changes (which mostly include the addition of a word here and there) are easy to

view in red here. 

Member Consultation
This consultation period is now open and will run until 21st August. 

We want to hear from YOU – do you agree with the proposed changes? Do you think there’s

anything that should be amended, removed, or added which we have missed? Please let us know!

It is easy to provide your views – simply comment on the thread on the forum/our pinned post in

the GAGB Chat Facebook Group, or email constitution@gagb.org.uk. All feedback will be taken

into account!

Next Steps
Once we have worked our way through all of the comments received during the consultation

period, the committee will discuss which further amendments should be made.

The final draft will then be put to a vote, and two thirds of the members voting must be in favour

in order for the new constitution to be adopted. More information regarding the vote will be

announced in due course.

If you have any questions or thoughts, please do not hesitate to contact us at

constitution@gagb.org.uk.
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We are back with another article on Snag The Tag. Some of you may remember reading an
article previously regarding “What is Snag The Tag”. Well as a Quick Summary for those that
missed it, here is what it's all about.

Launched in 2018 by two avid geocachers Mark Clemens and Oleg Barshay, Snag the Tag is an
outdoor activity similar to geocaching with a competitive edge. Like geocaching, there are
hiders and finders. A hider purchases a hider packet from Snag the Tag or a participating
distribution partner and then hides the tags from their packet. The finders sign up at Snag the
Tag to learn the locations of the hides and then it’s a race to find the hidden tags (note: the
tags are not placed in geocaches). The tags appear as determined by the hider of the tag all
over the country with the game being played globally. The race to be first to snag the tag is then
rewarded with a geocoin to keep. The coin is redeemed via post and the finder just needs to
cover the postage fees.

We have had huge success with the recent agent’s game which had coins Agent Freeze and
Agent Burns and this has since been followed up with the “No More Secrets” game. The No
More Secrets game has been the UK largest game to date with over 40 players buying tags to be
hidden meaning a total of 106 tags will be hidden up and down the country. The game is
currently underway and as a finder it’s totally free to play! All you need to do is create a free
account at www.snagthetag.com and watch the map! A tag could appear anywhere and at any
time!

As the UK’s Facebook organiser and games UK contact I decided that back in November of 2021
that I wanted to create my own game to be hosted by Snag the Tag. A thank you for all the
support and trust that I had built up within the UK Snag the Tag FB group and pay it back to my
fellow supporters and players. I came up with a wizard’s coin design and then contacted two of
my geocaching buddies Ian and Murry and asked if they would like to assist in the creation of
the game. It was at this moment the UK’s first Snag the Tag game was created and the “Celestial
Wizards” were born.

Snag the Tag
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Having drawn some very rough sketches for the game I contacted Oakcoins / Geoswag in the
USA and asked if they would like to be a part of the game and would assist with the making of
the coins etc. It didn’t take long to say yes and soon we had a finalised design. Roll onto April
29th 2022 and the game was ready and the coins minted. The game was announced on the UK
Snag The Tag Facebook group and I immediately had a flurry of messages come through
asking when the coins would be on sale with some new faces now wanting to become hiders
after participating in the previous games as finders. The coins will still be sold globally but the
UK has the first lot of sales and get to buy the packs 2 weeks before they go on general sale. As
we have found in the past, the coins sell quickly and the smaller groups like us in the UK do
not get a chance to buy the packs.

I am extremely pleased with the welcome the UK game has received and hope that it will open
the doors to other players that may now wish to host their own games via Snag the Tag. The
continued support from the players and the Snag the Tag team has been amazing and I hope
we will continue to grow. As of this article, we have just over 500 members but hope to reach
out to more players that like collecting geocoins as well as enjoy the thrill of a FTF! To find us
on Facebook just search for “Snag the Tag United Kingdom” We all look forward to seeing your
adventures.

The No More Secrets game is underway now, and most likely at the time of publishing the
Celestial Wizards will also be starting. But what is next? Who knows. There are other games in
the pipeline that are hopefully going to be out of this world and take us to new heights within
the game. As well as this I am hoping to plan one more game with the hope it will rival the
wizards. But all we can do now is witch this space and see what happens. Our next big plan
would be to host an event at a Mega and introduce more players to the game as well as
increase footfall for the event holders. If any of the upcoming event holders are interested,
Please get in contact with me either via the Facebook group above or by emailing Snag the Tag.

In the meantime for anybody in the Devon or Cornwall area, Check out GC8T8NK where there
are rumours that a flurry of wizards are visiting the area amongst other exciting things!
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Tibi Dabo Claves (GC2BVY7)
By Griff Grof

 This cache is in Cambridge, and it remains one of

my all-time favourites. With a high D/T rating

(4.5/5) and 100% favourite points, I knew it was was

going to be a special one. Once I had solved the

very tricky puzzle, I set out to find it on a glorious

day in July 2018. 

I really enjoyed the fantastic challenge of reaching

GZ (the photo is a clue!). It was a very long way

from where we started, and it took a while to work

out a good technique, so we were moving fairly

slowly to begin with. Multiple obstacles and

challenges were encountered along the way. It was

all quite quiet around GZ (with the exception of a

swimmer) and I quickly spotted a potential hiding

place. And there it was! An extremely memorable

cache, which I was pleased to resuscitate! 

Summer memories
The GAGB committee were asked to recount their best (or worst) 

memories of caching during the summer months. Here is Griff

Grof's tale...

18

We would like to hear your best summer caching

memories, to be included in the next issue of

Seeker. Please send these to editor@gagb.org.uk

with the subject "Summer Caching Memories".

https://coord.info/GC2BVY7


SWAGSWAGSWAG
WEEKENDWEEKENDWEEKEND
202220222022

Thank you to everyone who took part in our SWAG Weekend
2022 over the easter period. Here are a few of the photos we

have received...
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Weekend
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15 years of sidetracked
This year marks the 15th anniversary of the

SideTracked Series since the first cache was

placed at Evesham by bikermel76

(https://coord.info/GC15082)

 

Traditionally, we usually hold a one-day

anniversary day on 10 August, with events

and profile badges being made available to

anyone who attended an event or found a

SideTracked cache on this date. This year

we’re doing things different than usual; by

having a week-long celebration! We’ve

listened to all the comments from previous

years and acknowledge that where our ‘day’

falls on a weekday, can make it difficult for

some people to be able to schedule a find,

host or even attend a SideTracked Event.

 

Mega Event dates also can throw a spanner in

the works, so we are hoping that by having a

week-long celebration this year, we can

accommodate more days for our supporters

 

 

to celebrate with us.

The week-long celebration will kick off on

Sunday 7 August and will run through to

Saturday 13 August 2022.

We’re inviting SideTracked supporters to

help us to celebrate this fantastic milestone

by helping us expand the SideTracked Series

even more by placing a SideTracked cache at

any eligible stations and asking your reviewer

to publish this during SideTracked Week.

We’re also looking for event hosts to organise

SideTracked events in your local area to allow

other supporters to join in our 15th

Anniversary celebrations.

 

That’s not all the exciting news we have. We’ll

be announcing more in the coming weeks, so

make sure you have joined our Facebook

group or signed up for our newsletter for

more news to come!
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An article by Chris Brooke

https://coord.info/GC15082
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SideTrackedSeries/
https://www.sidetrackedseries.info/newsletter


How did you find out about Geocaching? 
I was walking through a field when I stumbled over a friend stood down a ditch and I asked what
they were doing, this then was my first ever find
 
What should every Geocacher try at least once? 
Go to a large Regional event. I attended one a few years ago, it was a Christmas event and I  met
so many new friends through it and gained many ideas about new cache  hides etc

What piece of Geocaching kit could you not live without? 
A pen and the Geocaching app. And my geo car, of which I couldn't get to some of the brilliant
caches out there, also my geo bike of which also travels on top of my geo car which I use to get to
the more remote caches

What is the funniest thing that has happened to you while Geocaching? 
Being asked many times by walkers why I'm stood in a bush, then saying I'm looking for a rare
species of bug or doing a ecological survey of leaves and bark.

What is the one thing you wish you knew when you started Geocaching?
Not to go straight for the rock hard D5 T5 caches but to start easy and work up to harder ones.

Meet the GAGB reps
Our committee is supported by our regional reps, ensuring that we cover all areas of the UK. Reps
help us out at events, by holding roving events, and being the GAGB presense when the committee
cannot be there. This is where we get to meet just a few of our reps. 

 Josh / JoshTHunter:  Yorkshire rep
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 Stacey / ChepstowRomans:  South Wales rep

How did you find out about Geocaching? 
10 years ago my mother told me about it, was definitely something that my current partner at the
time would love so we tried it out. Instantly hooked

What should every Geocacher try at least once? 
A cache in a high muggle area in a tourist location. The thrill of finding this secret with so many
people around. And what you have to do to disguise what you are doing.

What piece of Geocaching kit could you not live without? 
My walking boots
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Myself and my husband zippysdedodah (alias Dora & Boots the explorers) started caching back in
2016. As a girl guide leader i found Geocaching as a challenge for the senior section (older
guides -Rangers) 100 yr celebration badge.

The first year we only dabbled at finding caches. My mum died in 2017 and left a big hole in our
weekends where we had previously been there to keep her entertained and company.

Geocaching saved the day and gave us a purpose to venture out. We were living in Cyprus at the
time and caching led us to amazing places we would have never found.

We set a series of caches in memory of my mum around Paphos which are now maintained by
friends.

During our 5 years caching we have been to some amazing places and met some amazing people.
We have cached in quite a few countries including S E Asia.

We love doing Lab caches with our Grandaughters and have recently discovered Geo Art..

Having settled back in the Uk 18 months ago, we are very pleased to be continuing our geo
journey here.

What is the funniest thing that has happened to you while Geocaching?
While out for a joint venture with a fellow caching family we found a great container that
involved a screw function. No sooner were the words 'wouldn't it be awful if we dropped the
screw', did we drop it! 30 frantic mins digging around in the undergrowth giggling manically
followed.

What is the one thing you wish you knew when you started Geocaching? 
How small those containers can be! Took a while to cracked that and once we did it became
much easier 

 Gwyneth / Zippysdedodah:  West Midlands rep

If you are interested in becoming a representative for YOUR region, please email
friends@gagb.org.uk. 

There are a few regions which are not currently represented, and yours could be one of them!

We would love to have you on board!

BECOME A REGIONAL REP TODAY!



DAYTIME

No official daytime event
 
 
 
 
 

EVENING (GC9RKE9)

Piratemania meet & greet
Location: Bakewell Agricultural and

Horticultural Society, DE45 1AH 
Time: 20:00 - 22:00

Activities: Meet and Greet

DAYTIME

No official daytime event
 
 
 
 
 

EVENING (GC9RQEF)

Friday night with the pirates
Location: Bakewell Agricultural and

Horticultural Society, DE45 1AH
Time: 19:30 - 23:00

Activities: Party, music, fun and games
 

ALL DAY (GC9M3MT)

Piratemania 14 (2022) Pirates Pudding & Tarrrt's
Location: Bakewell Agricultural and Horticultural Society, DE45 1AH

Time: 10:00 - 21:00
Activities: The big day - the Mega event

 

Thursday 28th July

Friday 29th July

Saturday 30th July

Piratemania Events

Your Guide to the

Mega Side Events Part 2
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https://coord.info/GC9RKE9
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DAYTIME (GC9RQFC)

Pointy Pirates flash mob
Location: Bakewell Agricultural and

Horticultural Society, DE45 1AH
Time: 09:45 - 10:15

Activities: Flash mob
 

EVENING (GC9RQG4)

The Pirate Quiz night
Location: Bakewell Agricultural and

Horticultural Society, DE45 1AH
Time: 19:30 - 22:30

Activities: Quiz night
 

Sunday 31st July

West Midlands Mega Week

DAYTIME (GC8NNDF)

The Imp Takes a leek
Location: Brough Park, Leek, ST13 6AS

Time: 12:00 - 14:00
Activities: Community Celebration

Event, Meet and Greet
 

Monday 1st August

EVENING (GC9MDXF)

A warm welcome to you all
Location: Market Place, Uttoxeter, ST14

8HN
Time: 19:00 - 20:00

Activities: Meet and Greet, history
tours, event opening

DAYTIME (GC9MDXM)

Churnet Valley Railway
Location: Kingsley & Froghall Station,

ST10 2HA
Time: 10:00 - 16:00

Activities: Railway tours
 

Tuesday 2nd August

EVENING (GC9MDXR)

An evening at the Races
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse Bar,

ST14 8BD
Time: 19:00 - 22:00

Activities: Watching the races
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DAYTIME (GC9MDXT)

Mined How You Go!
Location: Apedale Heritage Centre, ST5

7LB
Time: 10:30 - 16:00

Activities: Access to the mine, cafe
(with a GAGB stall), new caches

EVENING (GC9MDXX)

We want your Brains!
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse Bar,

ST14 8BD
Time: 19:00 - 22:00

Activities: Quiz night

DAYTIME (GC9MDXZ)

Birmingham, Life in the City
Location: St Philips Square,

Birmingham
Time: 12:00 - 14:00

Activities: Meet and greet, sightseeing
and caching

DAYTIME (GC9MDY2)

Marchington, Life in the Country
Location: The Dog and Partridge,

Church Lane, Marchington
Time: 11:00 - 15:00

Activities: Meet and great; walks (find
some new caches!)

EVENING (GC9MDY5)

Christmas Party!
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse Bar,

ST14 8BD
Time: 19:00 - 23:00

Activities: What it says on the tin - a
Christmas-themed party!

Wednesday 3rd August

Thursday 4th August
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DAYTIME (GC9MDY6)

Teddy Bear’s Picnic
Location: Beacon Park, Lichfield, WS13

7DB
Time: 11:00 - 14:00

Activities: The traditional teddy bear's
picnic event

Friday 5th August

DAYTIME (GC9MDY8)

Send in the Clowns!
Location: Uttoxeter racecourse, ST14

8BD
Time: 14:30 - 16:30

Activities: Circus skills workshop
 

EVENING (GC9MDYC)

Tonight I’m gonna party, like it’s 1999!
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse Bar,

ST14 8BD
Time: 19:00 - 23:00

Activities: Party, dancing, etc.
 

DAYTIME (GC9D1HX)

West Midlands UK Mega 2022
Location: Uttoxeter racecourse, ST14

8BD
Time: 10:00 - 16:00

Activities: The big day - the Mega
event!

Saturday 6th August

EVENING (GC9NVQX)

It’s a ’Mega’ Community Celebration
Event

Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse Bar,
ST14 8BD

Time: 19:00 - 23:30
Activities: Celebration event
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DAYTIME (GC9MDYF)

Captain Ridley’s Shooting Party
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse, ST14

8BD
Time: 10:00 - 12:00

Activities: Tea, cake, and puzzles. Co-
organised by mega:MK.

Sunday 7th August

DAYTIME (GC9MDYH)

WM Mega CITO
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse

Overflow Parking
Time: 13:00 - 16:30

Activities: CITO event
 

EVENING (GC9MDYT)

Auction and Farewell Party
Location: Uttoxeter Racecourse Bar,

ST14 8BD
Time: 18:00 - 22:30

Activities: Auction and party
 

DAYTIME (GC9MDYN)

Bap, Brew and Beggar Off
Location: Uttoxeter racecourse, ST14

8BD
Time: 10:30 - 11:30

Activities: The final, farewell event
 

Monday 8th August

EVENING

No evening event - Mega week (and
season) will have officially concluded

by this point.
 
 
 

Whichever events you are attending - whether it's all, some, or just the Megas - we
hope you have a wonderful time!

We'd love to hear about your experiences during Mega season - please consider
writing something up or simply sending some photos to editor@gagb.org.uk, and
you will be featured in our next issue! All contributors receive a 10% GAGB shop
discount (if your order is over £10).
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SEEKER needs

YOU!
We rely on content sent in by our members to help produce

Seeker, as it's your articles and photos that we publish. 

 

If you have anything you would like us to include in future

issues please send these to editor@gagb.org.uk. If you would

like to contribute but writing isn't your strength, please don't

let this put you off, as we can edit anything that comes in!

 

Please send us submissions for the autumn edition of

Seeker by September 30th 2022.

 

If your content is included, you will receive a 10% discount
on a GAGB Shop order over £10 as a thank you.
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MEMBER DISCOUNTS

 All codes are available to GAGB members at: 
www.gagb.org.uk/member-discounts.php 

5% 
off

15% 
off

20% 
off

5% 
off

15% 
off

5% 
off

7% 
off

5% 
off

10% 
off

10% 
off
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