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MEET THE COMMITTEE!

THE GAGB
GAGB started in 2003 to provide a connection between the 
wider geocaching community and landowners, media and 
others. We provide a database of landowner agreements, sort 
issues out with access, sell merchandise and introduce the 
hobby to newcomers plus lots more...

Find out more by visiting our website hereΧ
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UPCOMING ISSUES
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By Arthur Griffiths (Griff Grof), Chair
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Since the release of Issue 53, we have been busy attending and fundraising at 
various events, including Piratemania, South East UK Mega 2024, Optimistic {ǉǳƛŘΩǎ 
engagement party (congratulations to both Optimist on the Run and Harry the furry 
squid), and our Annual Autumn Event. ²ŜΩǾŜ announced the winners of this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Photo Competition and Geocaching Awards (full results can be found on pages 6 and 
13 respectively), and we have also launched a range of Seeker the Squirrel products
(the new and first GAGB mascot)!

This is the final issue of Seeker from the current committee and thanks must be paid 
to our editor, Lewis, for the hard work he has put into four incredible issues of 
Seeker!

Usually, our autumn issue contains the GAGB Annual Report. However, this year, our 
Annual Report will be issued separately with further information on page 21. Stay 
tuned, but, in short, ƛǘΩǎ been a successful year with yet another net increase in the 
number of active members. Huge thanks to all our 2023/24 committee members for 
their immense contributions.

The election for next year's committee is now complete and we can announce the 
returning committee members are: Caz Turver, Paul Bevan, Chris Warren, Stuart 
Howe, Joanne Mitchell. We still have three empty positions to fill so if your 
interested please do get in touch with us!

Issue 54 is another jam-packed issue; read about the history of Virtual geocaches in 
the UK; tales from Mega season from Jaynie15; exploring the New Forest with Paws 
4 a cache; how TrevnJazzi saved a forest from a wildfire; producing a geocoin with 
Katie Reed (Project Geocoin), and lots moreΧ

Enjoy and happy geocaching!

I hope this issue of Seeker finds you well!

Autumn is here, with the days rapidly getting shorter and the 
weather colder and wetter! But it's not all bad - there's less 
overgrowth, which improves accessibility to some, and more 
opportunities to go night caching!
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Wǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΧ

On behalf of the whole committee, we would like to say a massive thank you to our 
members for getting involved with the GAGB in whichever way you have chosen to 
either by attending a GAGB event, spreading the word of the GAGB or purchasing 
from the GAGB Shop!



THE STORY OF VIRTUALS
[ŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƎŜƻŎŀŎƘŜ ǘȅǇŜΧ

Currently there are 681 active Virtuals 
across the GAGB Regions from Ben Nevis 
to the Ouse Valley Viaduct (as on the 
front cover) and everywhere between! 
Virtuals are primarily about discovering 
locations rather than finding containers 
and have had a checkered pastΧ

Originally coming out in the very early 
days of geocaching they were designed 
to allow geocaches to be placed where 
physical geocaches were not permitted 
or in places where too many muggles 
made it impractical. While in theory it 
worked well there was many issues for 
the reviewers which lead to poor 
geocache quality. This was due to 
geocache owners using Virtuals as a 
shortcut to create basic geocaches which 
required no maintenance. Over time 
new guidelines were issued to require 
additional requirements to set them 
apart from other geocaches. However, 
this was subjective and made the 
reviewing process more difficult for both 
geocache owners and reviewers. 
Therefore, the decision was made in 
2005 that Virtuals would become a

legacy geocache type.

Since stopping Virtuals back in 2005 
there have been four Virtual Reward 
releases in batches of 4,000. This has 
both helped to minimise the problems in 
the reviewing process and improve their 
quality. But overall, it has allowed 
Groundspeak to give something back to 
the great geocaching community and
geocache owners!

In 2017 twelve years after Virtuals were 
stopped completely the first round of 
Virtual Rewards was announced. Thus, 
allowing something to be given back to 
the geocaching communityΧ The criteria 
used in the algorithm for this first 
release was never released but did 
favour quality over quantity. However, 
there was a lot of criticism received by 
geocachers which were not selected 
leading to an apology to the geocaching 
community by Geocaching HQ.

The first set of Virtual Rewards received 
some criticism from the geocaching 
community and therefore the second 
round of Virtual Rewards were done 
slightly differently with the need for 
geocachers to sign up for the chance to 
be rewarded. The criteria was also 
different to the first round with 
geocachers not being given a reward if 
they received one in the first round, 
having a certain number of geocaches 
and favourite points, logged a certain 
number of geocaches. Although the aim

Virtual event icon.
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of this batch was to have them set in 
2019, due to the Covid pandemic the 
deadline was delayed till  2021.

Then on the 1st March 2022 Virtual 
Rewards 3.0 were announced. The batch 
had a different criteria to the previous 
two batches due to qualification for 
selection being that the geocacher had 
not previously received a Virtual Reward, 
hidden at least four geocaches leading 
up to this year and have a minimum of 
20 favourite points across them. 

Following the previous batch of rewards, 
the Virtual Rewards 4.0 were announced 
on the 12th of June 2023. Like the 
previous batches the criteria in which to 
be selected changed to having a single 
geocache published in 2023, with a 
minimum of four favourite points! This 
was also the first time opting in was not 

required with geocachers being 
randomly selected.

²ŜΩǊŜ now a few months into the latest 
round of Virtual Rewards so we have 
decided to investigate a few from across 
the GAGB Regions.

άwƻȅŀƭ Observatory Greenwich /ŀŎƘŜέ 
(GCK7HH) is the most favourited Virtual 
in the UK. It was placed on the 8th 
August 2004 also making it the oldest 
most favourited geocache in the UK of all 
types! The geocache is located on the 
grounds of The Royal Observatory 
Greenwich (Greater London, England), 
with the precise location being on the 
Prime Meridian Line (the north-south 
line selected as the zero-reference line 
for astronomical observations)!

ά.9Lbb NIBHEIS - VIRTUAL w9²!w5ά 

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άwƻȅŀƭ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ /ŀŎƘŜέ όGCK7HH) by 1nterpol (Michael Kubli)

4

https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCK7HH
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCK7HH


(GC7B76V) is the highest Virtual in the 
UK. It is located at the summit of Ben 
Nevis, the highest mountain in the UK ς 
also making it one of the hardest to 
reach taking approximately 7 hours on 
average for a round trip! This Virtual was 
made possible due to the first release of 
Virtual Rewards in 2017.

άtƛǇŜǊǎϥ Holes: Virtual wŜǿŀǊŘέ 
(GC7B820) proves not all Virtuals are 
found regularly like this one which was 
last found 913 days ago! It was placed in 
2018 as part of the first Virtual Rewards 
and has only been logged 7 times to the 
time of writing. Probably as ƛǘΩǎ in a 
remote area on the Isle of Tresco, one of 
the smaller islands in the Isles of Scilly! 

άIƻƴŜȅŎƻƳōǎ at the Giants /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅέ 
(GC9P56Q) is at one of the most famous 
geological places in the UK! This 
geocache has had visitors from 28

countries and currently at 143 favourite 
points within the first two years of 
publication! 

ά{ǘƻƴŜƘŜƴƎŜέ (GC168D) is another 
interesting landmark with a virtual. This 
landmark dates back over 5000 years 
making it probably one of the oldest 
Virtuals in the world, although the 
geocache only dates to the 29th October 
2002! Since being placed it has been 
logged by 9,479 times and has 1709 
favourite points!

Over the years Virtuals have had a 
checkered history but they are a 
geocache type which are still loved and 
enjoyed by the majority of geocachers. 
They bring something different to the 
game with each round of awards brining 
new opportunities of exploration, we 
look forward to seeing what the latest 
round of Virtuals brings to the game!

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά.9Lbb bL.I9L{ - ±Lw¢¦![ w9²!w5ά όGC7B76V) by Paul Hartshorn (Hartshorns)
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https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC7B76V_beinn-nibheis-virtual-reward
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC7B820_pipers-holes-virtual-reward
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https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCA68D
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC7B76V_beinn-nibheis-virtual-reward


PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
Find out the results of the Photography Competition

Over the last few months, we have run a Photo Competition for the new banner 
picture of the GAGB. We have received many entries which can be seen over the 
next few pages, and we thank everyone which got involved! 

The winning entry came from άhǇǘƛƳƛǎǘ on the Ǌǳƴέ wo received £15 store credit.
Second place came from άmariaroisinέ who received £10 store credit.
¢ƘƛǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ άCƛǎƘȅмрέ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ϻр ǎǘƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ
(Other entries have also been included over the next few pages).
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ANNUAL REPORT 2024
CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлнпΧ
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The Annual Report 2024 is slightly different to previous years with this being a 
separate document, traditionally this has been included in the Seeker magazine. 
However, this year we have decided to produce a separate document. The 
document will be published on the forum and a link will be in the monthly 
newsletter and on the forum. Within the document you will find the individual 
committee member reviews, secretary report and financial review. 

Front cover of the Annual Report 2024



a9D! {9!{hb нлнпΧ
By Jayne Guppy (Jaynie15), Rep

Mega week this year took place between 
the 26th of July and Monday 5th August, 
and I will share some of my week with 
you... 

The week started with big eddie (my 
partner in caching and in life) and I 
making our way to Dinton Pastures 
Campsite, on Thursday the 25th of July. 
After a couple of stops geocaching on 
route, we arrived and were very lucky to 
have no rain whilst pitching our tent! In 
the evening, whilst sitting in the tent 
with a friend, I got a notification for a 
First to Find (FTF), and being the FTF 
Hound I am, I raced off to get it!  We then 
attended the first event of mega week, 
άtƛǊŀǘŜƳŀƴƛŀ - Games Night in The 
aŀǊǉǳŜŜέ (GCAMVG5).

On Friday the 26th of July, we met up 
with two friends and found the ά81 Fun 
Things To 5ƻέ (GC9TZ50) challenge 
geocaches, which require the D/T grid to 
be completed on each day of the week. 
Plus a few others for good measure, 
before returning to the campsite for 
άtƛǊŀǘŜƳŀƴƛŀ - Party Time in The 
aŀǊǉǳŜŜέ (GCAMVGA). But after being 
in the food queue for some timeΧ I was 
not in the party mood anymore..

Saturday the 27th of July was the first 
mega of the week άtƛǊŀǘŜƳŀƴƛŀ 16 
Dinton Pastures - Eight Bells bƛƎƘΗέ 
(GCAH4MB). This is one of the events big 
eddie and I go all out for, and even 
dressed up! Then with other GAGB 

Committee Members and Reps, I helped 
set up and run the stall. Although it was 
a very tiring day, it was extremely 
rewarding. We also managed to get in a 
lunch break, and head out in search of 
the Adventure Labs which were placed 
just for the mega. What a great day! 

On Sunday 28th July we headed off with 
friends to do the ά!./έ (GC812WQ) 
kayaking series which contains many 
different types including traditional, 
multis, letterboxes and mysteries. The 
series was a lot more challenging than 
we had anticipated it to be but very 
rewardingΧ 

Me (Jaynie15) and big eddie at Piratemania

9

https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAMVG5
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC9TZ50
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAMVGA
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAH4MB
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC812WQ


Monday the 29th of July was moving day. 
We packed up our tent, put everything 
into the car and set off to Ardingly, via 
the Imps annual event ά¢ƘŜ Imp's 
Traditional Meet & Greet (2024ύέ 
(GCAMDZM). We then set up on our 
pitch again in the sunshine before 
attending the ά{9a24 - Welcome to the 
²ŜŜƪέ (GCAGDEE) and spending the 
evening playing ά{9a24 - .LbDhΗέ 
(GCAGDEG)!

Tuesday the 30th of July we headed off 
with friends to complete the nearby 
άCh9έ (GCAR06H) series made up of 42 
letterbox geocaches with a mystery 
bonus and along the way. We also found

some other geocaches ς we both 
thoroughly enjoyed this series!

Wednesday the 31st of July we 
completed the άYhaa9w SEM24 
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜέ (GCAGCGD) series with 
friends. The series is made up of 81 
geocaches which cover all the D/T 
combinations and placed as a Geo-Art in 
the shape of an Oast House. Then in the 
evening I set about completing the 250 
Adventure Labs that were put out for the 
event again this had been placed to 
create, a Geo-Art of Stewart the seagull 
(the mega events mascot), and then we 
took part in the ά{9a24 - Your Starter 
for 10έ (GCAGDFF) as ά¢ŜŀƳ 5ŜǾƻƴέ and

Me (Jaynie15) and big eddie out on the river

10

https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAMDZM
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAGDEE
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAGDEG
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/https:/www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAGDEG
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/https:/www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAGCGD
https://www.geocaching.com/geocache/https:/www.geocaching.com/geocache/GCAGDFF


we ŘƛŘƴΩǘ do too badly!

Thursday the 1st of August we went back 
out on the water to complete part of the 
ά{9a24 MCT wŜƴŜǿŜŘέ (GCAVDW3) 
kayaking series. I very much enjoyed the 
sluices, and level 3 sluice I particularly 
recommend, as if you are in the front of 
a double kayak, you get splashed! big 
eddie then took me to the nearby 
Webcam άaƻƭŜ says "Stick 'em ǳǇΗϦέ 
(GCMXZ4) as I have not yet Ψ{ǘǳŎƪ em 
ǳǇΩΗ

Friday the 2nd of August was where it all 
went wrong! We were supposed to do 
the ά{ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ {ǘǊƻƭƭέ (GCAJ8KY) series (a 
set of different type geocaches set in the

shape of Stewart the seagull the mega 
event mascot) with friends, but I woke 
up with a swollen and very painful hand. 
So big eddie kindly took me to Crawley 
walk-in-centre at 7:30am, where after 
only an hours wait, I was given a 
prescription for antihistamines, and a 
sling. We think I was stung or bitten by 
something yesterday whilst out on the 
river. We then got back to the campsite 
for lunchtime, and I decided to have a 
walk around the campsite and grab all 
the trackable codes from the pitches, 
whilst big eddie was doing some admin 
and sorting the car out. Then later in the 
afternoon, we were invited to join two 
friends to do the ά{ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴǘέ 
(GCADTT7) (a series of fishing rod style 
geocaches ς where the geocaches are 
placed several meters high up in trees 
and reached with a long pole), I became 
very useful here by being admin, as I was 
down to one hand! I was then given 
plenty of sympathy at the evening event 
ά{9a24 - Come On 5ƻǿƴΗέ (GCAGDFP). 
The evening event was something very 
different and saw the upcoming mega 
events including Piratemania, London 
Calling and the Severn Mega compete 
for cash prizes whilst playing ά/ŀƴ you 
Play Your Cards wƛƎƘǘέ and άCŀƳƛƭȅ 
CƻǊǘǳƴŜǎέΗ

Saturday 3rd of August was the ά{ƻǳǘƘ 
East UK Mega 2024έ (GCAAB24) ς Mega 
Day! This is the biggest annual event of 
geocaching in the UK, and one plenty of 
geocachers look forward to attending. 
Both big eddie and I spent most of the 
day on the GAGB stall again, which was 
great fun, although we did get chance to 
have some lunch, a look around the

Me (Jaynie15) with my poorly arm
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other stalls, and of course complete the 
fantastic Adventure Labs! The Adventure 
Labs were something different which 
were all interactive such as hooking a 
duck and completing jigsaws to reveal 
the codes! I was told off by three friends, 
as I kept having my hand out of the sling 
and resting it on my opposite shoulder as 
it was more comfortable there. But what 
a great but tiring day we had!

Now on to Sunday the 4th August. big 
eddie and I woke up early and decided to 
do the Eye Spy Adventure Labs, which 
were very close to where we had 
camped for the week. We then attended 
the ά{9a24 - Boar on Tour - Severn 
Mega 2025 9ǾŜƴǘέ (GCAGDFR) event. 
With the grand reveal of where next 
ȅŜŀǊǎΩ mega will be held. Followed by the 
look of exhaustion to each other! As we 
walked back to the tent, we both 
thought we were too tired to tackle the 
ά{ǘŜǿŀǊǘǎ {ǘǊƻƭƭέ series which we had 
planned and decided to head home 
today instead of tomorrow. We took our 

time and about 4 hours to pack up. I was 
in charge of packing up the bedroom, 
which suited me as I was one handed. 
We then said our goodbyes to those 
around us, found a nearby geocache, 
and drove home. What a fantastic week!

GAGB Stall at the South East UK Mega

Me (Jaynie15) with Signal!
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GAGB AWARDS 2024: RESULTS
CƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ D!D. !ǿŀǊŘǎΧ

The awards were started at the 2016 Ashridge Geolympix Mega Event. These awards 
saw over 1,400 respondents cast over 15,000 individual votes in 24 categories. The 
awards were then brought back at the Devon Mega in 2017 for the second time. 
However, after several years the GAGB decided to bring back the awards in 2023 
and called them the άD!D. Geocaching !ǿŀǊŘǎέ and are now in their second 
consecutive year.

The categories in 2024 were:
Å Best Physical Geocache (kindly sponsored by Project Geocoin)
Å Best Non-Physical Geocache (kindly sponsored by the Severn UK Mega 2025)
Å Best Series (kindly sponsored by the SideTracked Series)
ÅMost Helpful Landowner (kindly sponsored by Stoke Bunnies)
ÅGeocacher of the Year (kindly sponsored by the UK Geocoin Database)

THANK YOU TO THE SPONSORS!
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BEST PHYSICAL CACHE
Kindly Sponsored by Project Geocoin

The Project Geocoin Award for Best Physical Geocache goes toΧ

άaYно ς ¢ƻǿƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ ōȅ 9Řн9Ř

The winner of Best Physical Geocache is άaY23 ς Town tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ (GCA5743). It was 
designed and 3D printed by Ed2Ed for the Milton Keynes mega and located very 
close to the campsite of the mega in Milton Keynes. (Acknowledgement on the 
geocaching page is also made to liberal giraffe and MANDMADEandMAN who have 
both assisted in installation and ongoing maintenance). The geocache is a traditional 
geocache with field puzzle element. The field puzzle requires some maths equations 
to be calculated to answer the logic puzzle to reach the answer to the combination 
lock holding the logbook. At time of writing, it has 377 finds and 161 favourite 
points. 

The other category finalists were:
Åά/ŀŎƘŜ DǊŀōέ (GCADE21) by wesleyken
Åά.ŜƴŎƘƳŀǊƪέ (GCA4JAN) by Footyfan123
ÅάDŜƻ-{ƴŀƪŜέ (GCAAB7H) by lisboa_Bruno
ÅάTewkes Creek Estuary ±ƛŜǿǎέ (GCAD6X1) by Solarpop

StokeBunnies presenting the award to Ed2EdάaYно ς ¢ƻǿƴ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ (GCA5743) geocache
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The Severn UK Mega 2025 Award for Best Non-Physical Geocache goes toΧ

άtŀŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ .ŜŀǊΧέ ōȅ sadexploration

The winner of Best Non-Physical Geocache is άtŀŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ Bear & friends (Leicester 
{ǉǳŀǊŜύέ (GC9P505), by sadexploration. The geocache is a virtual geocache which 
requires a picture to be taken with one of the many bronze statues within Leicester 
Square. The bronze statues are part of the ά{ŎŜƴŜǎ in the {ǉǳŀǊŜέ which is an 
interactive statue trail which covers many icons from a century of cinema and other 
characters and famous people can be seen here. Although, the current trail is only 
available until the 30th September 2025 so make sure you visit the next time you are 
in the capital!. At time of writing, it has 335 favourite points from 2281 finds with 
geocachers coming from 42 different countries! 

The other category finalists were:
Åά/ƘǳǊŎƘ Micro 11539....Brentwood- St Thomas .ŜŎƪŜǘǘέ (GCAGPF8) by johnr789
Åά.ƛǊŘ of CǊŜŜŘƻƳέ (GC9P6MT) by Peverel Blue
ÅάLondons most ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘΚέ (GC9P8AK) by jazpds
Åά[ƻƴŘƻƴ Calling Gadget Adventure [ŀōǎέ by -KROP-

BEST NON-PHYSICAL CACHE
Kindly Sponsored by the Severn UK Mega 2025

mattd2k presenting sadexploration his AwardPaddington Bear bronze statue at Leicester Square
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BEST SERIES
Kindly Sponsored by the SideTracked Series

The SideTracked Award for Best Series goes toΧ

ά/Ƙƛƭƛ tŜǇǇŜǊ GeoArt нέ ōȅ chilihouse

The winner of Best Series is ά/Ƙƛƭƭƛ Pepper GeoArt 2έ (GCAAV24), by chilihouse. This 
is the second version of the The Chili Pepper GeoArt series placed in Hampshire. 
With the series being made up of 29 Wherigo and five Mystery geocache types. The 
individual geocache names are of various peppers and their difficulties are linked 
with the Scoville units. With the Scoville scale being used to measure how hot (or 
pungent) a chili pepper is. Also, each geocache in the series carries the ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ Tool 
wŜǉǳƛǊŜŘέ attribute with the finder requiring at least a 7-meter pole to hook (fish) 
the geocache out and replace in the tree! A series which is certainly a challenge to 
complete!

The other category finalists were:
Åά¢ƘŜ Name's Bond..... άόGCAF4TN) by waggerswinners
Åά¢¢¢¢{ - Challenge /ŀŎƘŜǎέ (GCA6XD2) by trollers
Åά¢² {ŜǊƛŜǎέ (GCA4BH6) by StratOman
Åά{Ƙƻǘƻƪŀƴ YŀǊŀǘŜέ (GCA3VR2) by RobinHood2009

Chili Pepper GeoArt 2 on he Geocaching WebsiteThe Best Series Award
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MOST HELPFUL LANDOWNER
Kindly Sponsored by Stoke Bunnies

The Stoke Bunnies Award for Most Helpful Landowner goes toΧ

Dartmoor National Park

The winner of Most Helpful Landowner is the Dartmoor National Park. The Dartmoor 
National Park Authority (DNPA) has allowed geocaching to take place on their land 
for several years (not just in 2023). They are generally willing to have geocaches on 
their land however do ask people to adhere to their geocaching policy available 
here. The DNPA rules follow both the countryside code and geocaching rules. The 
DNPA also holds an agreement with the GAGB on the GLAD (Geocaching Land 
Access Database) available to view here. Initially being set up by Keehotee and later 
renewed and looked after by Dartmoor Dave. Making Dartmoor Dave a huge asset 
to the geocaching community within the Dartmoor National Park.

The other category finalists were:
Å Forestry Commission Scotland
Å Forestry England West

StokeBunnies presenting the award to Dartmoor DaveDartmoor National Park logo
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GEOCACHER OF THE YEAR
Kindly Sponsored by the UK Geocoin Database

The UK Geocoin Database Award for Geocacher of the Year goes toΧ

GeoJaxx

The winner of Geocacher of the Year is GeoJaxx. GeoJaxx is a very dedicated 
geocacher and helps everyone wherever she can. She is also known to many 
geocachers for the running of the Village Hall National Series of geocaches placed at 
or near to Village Halls across the United Kingdom. The Village Hall Series was 
started by GeoJaxx with a single geocache in 2013 and is now at 1655 geocaches! 
GeoJaxx also partakes in the ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) 
celebrate national village hall week. But did you know she is involved locally with in 
the holding of the monthly Hampshire events by helping run the raffle. GeoJaxx has 
also set over 200 geocaches and been awarded 3896 favourite points. 

The other category finalists were:
ÅMario McTavish
Å scarecrow rog
Å The Creepy Crawlies

GeoJaxx at a Village HallGeoJaxx being presented her award with StokeBunnies and NevilleDog_n_Humans
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COMPETITION TIME
A chance to win a Brand New {ŜŜƪŜǊ ¢ǊŀŎƪŀōƭŜ ¢ŀƎΧ

In the last three issues (52, 53, 54) of Seeker the Puzzle Corner sections have been 
leading up to this competition. With the first step to entering this competition to be 
to solve all three previous Puzzle Corners shown below:

Once the Puzzle Corners are solved, combine the information and use Cryptii to 
decipher the encrypted message. 

Once the message is decrypted the instructions on how to enter will be revealed, 
ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǇŀǊǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ 
an enigma, really!

The closing date of the competition is the 1st of January 2025 with all correct entries 
received before this date being entered into a random draw to win Seeker Trackable 
Tag. To enter the competition this competition you will need to find the solution to 
the competitionΧ

The full list of answers and winner will be announced in the next issue!

Puzzle Corners from issues (left to right) 52, 53 and 54.

19



Congratulations to all those which took part and entered the competition!

The winner was Chris Carpenter (Saza36) they received a full set of GAGB Trackable 
Dog Tags!

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜŜƪŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ рпΧ

1. A HATPIN COOK ς CAPTAIN HOOK

2. ALL THEIR WAGER ς WALTER RALEIGH

3. OPERATES TEN ς PETER EASTON

4. JONS ROVING HELL ς LONG JOHN SILVER

5. ON A SPYMASTER ς AMYAS PRESTON

6. I MILK RAW PEARL ς WILLIAM PARKER

7. UP WATCHING A SAP ς CAPTAIN PUGWASH

8. YAWNING MARINER ς (H)ENRY MAINWARING

9. JESTERS ALMANAC ς JAMES LANCASTER

10. HINDER GARLIC ς RICHARD INGLE

11. GOT TEA MANSIONS ς SANTIAGO MONTES

12. SAD, HAS VENOM ITCH ς THOMAS CAVENDISH

13. ACROSS BATHROBE ς HECTOR BARBOSSA

14. BLARED BACK ς BLACKBEARD

15. FACT, NIL PAINT ς CAPTAIN FLINT 

16. DRAW WEED YANK ς EDWARD KENWAY

17. PAINTING A CARTWHEEL ς CAPTAIN LEATHERWING

18. RANSACKED FIR ς FRANCIS DRAKE

19. CAP WORK JARS ς JACK SPARROW

20. DIRT RANCH AIR WRONG ς RICHARD WARRINGTON 

COMPETITION ANSWERS
Find out the competition answers from Issue 54
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/!/I9w /I!¢{Χ
With Pebbles&Co and SeekingSalters Top UK Finders

I (StokeBunnies) was idly looking through 
the UK top finders on Project GC, when I 
noticed two of the top ten were solo 
female geocachers. With 73,121 finds is 
Pebbles&Co (Lorraine hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ (LOS)) 
and with 71,590 finds is SeekingSalters 
(Sue Salter (SS)), so I decided to catch up 
with them both for this Cacher Chats...

Q1. When did you start geocaching?
LOS: I started caching on 7th September 
2011 although I did not open an account 
for another 5 days I think. Until Covid my 
longest slump was five days when I was 
visiting Dartmoor.

SS: In April 2006

Q2. How did you find out about it?
LOS: I was away on holiday in Dartmoor, 
just retired during school term time, 
which I could never do as a teacher. I 
always visit Dartmoor when on holiday 
and had arranged to meet up with 
Dartmoor Deliverer to do some 
letterboxes on Longaford and Littaford 
Tors and maybe get as far as Higher and 
Lower White. As we were walking, she 
announced she had to get one geocache. 
I remember my reply. "Oh you don't do 
that stupid hobby do you!" I got told 
άǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎέ but I need one geocache, 
as it has a Dartmoor Dave Trackable (TB) 
with information for another geocache. 
Well, this was all double-dutch to me, so 
I asked what are TBs?! 

SS: I read an article in the Guardian

Pebbles&Co ό[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ό[h{ύ

SeekingSalters (Sue Salter (SS))
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what would be great to do with kids. 
Although, the kids enjoyed the hunt in 
the early days, it soon became apparent 
that they weren't as obsessed as me!

Q3. What was your first find, and what 
did you think about it? 
LOS: The geocache was άwistmans 
ǿƻƻŘέ (GC2T0T9). It was downhill to 
Wistman's Wood and we were walking 
on Longaford Tor. However, the 
geocache was misplaced and on 
Longaford Tor, and I think I might have 
even found it!  We went on to find found 
three more that day.

SS: It was called "Beginners Luck!" 
(GCT1TN), nearly the closest to our 
house, and it could be achieved without 
using a GPS, which was good because I 
didn't really have one. To start with, I 
marked the locations of geocaches on 
the OS paper map and navigated to them 

that way! We were all really excited to 
follow the directions on the page and to 
find an actual box of treasure hidden at 
the end of it, and to do swaps! How 
times have changedΧ

Q4. What GPS or Phone App do you 
use? Or both?
LOS: I use an Oregon 700 now. I have 
never geocached with a phone although 
I do take one and use it for pictures and 
to check solutions when out in the field 
and to read previous logs. Geocaching 
alone I need all the help I can get!

SS: A Garmin Oregon 650. But it went 
wrong recently as I realised you can't 
buy them anymore! However, I found a 
good second hand one on Ebay. For me, 
dedicated GPS is a must for a full ŘŀȅΩǎ 
geocaching, but in the past couple of 
years, I have been using my phone more, 
especially for ad-hoc geocaching.

²ƛǎǘƳŀƴΩǎ Wood in the Dartmoor National Park
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Q5. What other things do you take with 
you? Must haves?
LOS: Well obviously my GPS, phone, pen 
and tweezers and a notebook. Then 
comes the Geodogs (Meggie and Sky). If 
not doing Adventure Labs I take a stick 
too, but I find a stick, a phone, GPS and 
dog difficult - not enough hand! I usually 
carry a penknife but hidden away and 
only for emergencies. Spare batteries for 
the GPS and a charger for the phone. But 
it depends on how far I am going what 
else I take with me.

SS: Most things are permanently in the 
car and include boots, wellies, spare 
clothes, little step to make me taller, 
fishing pole, UV torch and head torch! 
Other things usually go into the rucksack 
and includes spare batteries, magnetic 
extender tool, special bendy bit of wire, 
spare logbooks, string, gloves and a multi 
tool. I often cycle so then I have spare 
bits and tools for the bike too. But

sometimes I often go for a walk with just 
a pen!

Q6. Do you go geocaching every day?
LOS: I did geocache every day from the 
1st October 2011 to the 15th November 
2012 ς 412 days! But the reason was 
firstly a 100-day streak challenge 
geocache near to home and then a 200-
day challenge geocache appeared just 
before I had completed the 100 days so 
carried onto 412 days. This also included 
a leap day which was a real bonus. 
However, on the 15th November 2012 I 
broke my wrist whilst out geocaching 
and my streak had to end as I could not 
drive, and Terry was still working.

SS: No, these days I only geocache two 
or three times a week, apart from when I 
go away for geocaching. I work during 
the week and used to do a few on the 
way to or from the office but now that I 
work from home a lot of the time, it's 

SeekingSalters ōƛƪŜ ŀǘ ά/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ wƻŎƪέ όGCAD3QP)
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not worth it to travel out for the odd 
one.

Q7. Was it  a deliberate plan to get high 
numbers of finds, or did it  just happen?
LOS: It just happened. Mum broke her 
pelvis and was in a rehab care home in 
Oxford and Dad was in a care home in 
Oxford and I visited them 6 days a week. 
Making it convenient to go to Nassington 
in Northamptonshire for the weekends. 
So, I visited them on Friday morning, had 
Saturday for myself and then visited 
them on the way back home on Sunday 
for about 6 months. At the time Poshrule 
and Marcus Maxim had lots of geocaches 
in the area and I did some each 
weekend. Meaning the dogs got a good 
walk and I got lots of geocaches resulting 
in my numbers going up. I still look for 
areas with trails as this is how I like to 
geocache and Ry062 geocaches now 
nicely fit  the bill. Drive-by geocaches are 
not Terry's favourite and so I do very few 
of these and often walk what others 
would do as drive-bys such as the 
Compass 360 series in Cornwall.

SS: It definitely wasn't a plan! From the 
beginning I was just doing what I enjoyed 
which started as occasional geocaching 
with the family, then I fitted it between 
family life and work. I like to challenge 
myself to find as many as I can in a day, 
but I never wanted to put pressure on 
what is supposed to be a hobby and 
relaxation! At some point I noticed I was 
overtaking my early geocaching friends 
and started looking at the statistics, and 
of course people remind you, so I must 
have focused on it a bit. But I think 
having a plan to climb the rankings and

just focus on numbers would spoil the 
enjoyment!

Q8. You've probably found most of the 
geocaches in the South, so how far do 
you have to travel to find some more?
LOS: I still have geocaches in the south to 
do and try not to travel further than 100 
miles at the weekends although it is 
becoming more difficult. I also prefer 
rural to urban but have geocached in 
some of the cities. Some I have enjoyed 
and others I try not to return too! 
Parking with a motorcaravan even a 
small one is not always easy, and height 
barriers can scupper plans!

SS: Yes, it is increasingly difficult to find a 
"good" day out within striking distance 
of home, though there are quite a lot of 
untempting geocaches closer. About 2 
hours from home is my limit for a day 
trip, so it's nice to have a night or two 
away in a new area occasionally.

Pebbles&Co Geohounds όaŜƎƎƛŜ ŀƴŘ {ƪȅύ ŀǘ άDǊŜŀǘ [ƛƴŦƻǊŘ ǉǳŀǊǊȅέ όGC1Z404) EarthCache
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twh5¦/LbD ! D9h/hLbΧ
By Katie Reed (weewereύΣ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ DŜƻŎƻƛƴΧ

You have probably seen many Geocoins 
whilst out geocaching, but have you ever 
wondered what goes into producing a 
Geocoin? Well to find out we spoke with 
Katie (weewere) from Project GeocoinΧ 

The Idea 
Once you have an idea of what you want 
to achieve. LǘΩǎ important to remember 
that not all ideas will work, and this 
could be due to several reasons including 
but not limited to copyright issues, 
design or minting issues and receiving 
Groundspeak permissions. Therefore, I 
would advise you check out the 
guidelines on Geocaching HQ before 
setting out on the journey of producing a 
Geocoin. After you have the idea and 
read the guidance you need to develop 
the idea into a practical designΧ 

Geocacher PuReWaRRioR69 had an idea 
of producing a Geocoin to represent the 
largest geocache at the time άhǇŜƴ 
{ŜǎŀƳŜέ (GC320ZY) and a dog to 
remember his geohound Shadow.

Design to Blueprint
In this stage the idea is developed into a 
workable blueprint design. With some of 
the best designs being something simple 
and unique ς the possibilities are 
endless! Also, remember that you have 
two sides which will need designs. 
Although, this stage can be completed by 
either yourself or by a designer (like 
me!) (However, I would advise using 
someone who is aware of what designs 
and processes work for Geocoins as this 
will potentially avoid disappointment 
later in the process.) Remember that the 
first design may not necessarily be the 
best one and can take several attempts 
to get it perfect and just as you imagine!

After the design is produced it is 
important to choose the right size for the 
Geocoin (the average round Geocoin is 
typically 24mm to 60mm in diameter), 
however, a Geocoin can be any shape! 
Now you have everything ready, the 
design is perfect and just how you want

[ŜŦǘ ǘƻ wƛƎƘǘΥ {ƘŀŘƻǿ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǎƪŜǘŎƘΦ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ {ƘŀŘƻǿΦ {ƪŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ άhǇŜƴ {ŜǎŀƳŜέΦ
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it to be, it is time to send the Geocoin 
design off to the minting company which 
will put the design into a blueprint which 
will be used for the finished Geocoin. 

It is important to note that at this stage 
some designs will be passed backwards 
and forwards if any issues are seen with 
the actual production phase of the 
Geocoins ς which is very frustrating!

Groundspeak Approval
Now the designs are approved between 
yourself and the mint the design needs 
to be approved by Groundspeak. So, yes 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ correct until you get the green 
light from Groundspeak they can not be 
produced! Sometimes Groundspeak may 
decide to decline a design due to certain 
issues but this can normally be rectified. 
Once they have given the greenlight the 
trackable codes are received and can be 
put onto the Geocoins and the mint can 
go ahead with the production.

Production
Now for the wait whilst you Geocoins 
are produced and then delivered to you.

If you want to purchase one of these 
άhǇŜƴ {ŜǎŀƳŜέ Geocoins please visit 
Project Geocoin here. 

Overall
I find the process to be a challenging one 
but with some memorable experiences 
and outcomes! LǘΩǎ a great experience 
watching it all develop and then become 
a reality which you can then share with 
others. Then when you have that final 
product in your hand and know it is all 
your own idea its exciting and well worth 
the effort!  

Over to You!
So, go on and get your ideas created, talk 
to people (or for unbiased advice the UK 
Geocoin Database or Project Geocoin) 
about making your ideas a reality!

CƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ άhǇŜƴ {ŜǎŀƳŜέ DŜƻŎƻƛƴΦ

/ƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhǇŜƴ {ŜǎŀƳŜέ DŜƻŎƻƛƴΦ
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NEW GROUP GEOCOIN PROJECT
by the Severn UK Mega

Another great way to produce your own Geocoin is to get involved
with a group project like this one being hosted by the Severn MegaΧ 
Continue reading to find out how to create your own Surfer Boar 
Geocoin and help support this ȅŜŀǊǎΩ mega!

The colour of the boar is not customizable however, you can customise the Geocoin 
in the following four areas: 
1. Sunglasses
2. Shirt
3. Primary Colour of the Surfboard
4. Secondary Colour of the Surfboard

One of each colour combination will be kept by the Severn UK Mega to help assist 
with fundraising at a future date. This in turn will be swapped for a special limited 
edition contributor Geocoin, which are only available to those which create a design 
of their own! (Please note that there is only one contributor Geocoin design and you 
will receive multiple of these if you do more than one design). Overall, you will 
receive 26 Geocoins (25 of your own design and a contributor).

If you require more details or interested in making one in your own design then 
please send an email to boars@severnmega.org.uk and one of the team will be in 
touch.

We look forward to seeing your designsΧ

Boar Geocoin diagram.
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I9[tLbD I!b5Χ
By Clare Hyett (TrevnJazzi)

My hubby & I, jointly TrevnJazzi, were 
out doing a few geocaches in Brandon 
County Park, Suffolk during a spell of hot 
summer weather! When as we started to 
approach the geocache, we were aware 
of smoke filling the forest and knowing 
that fires are sometimes used to control 
certain areas, we ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ immediately 
concerned. So, we carried on walking to 
the geocache which we then found. We 
then sat about signing the log on the 
heath, at this time we became more 
worried about the nearby smoke and 
crackling sounds. An intentional fire or 
not, we decided not to hang around and 
legged it away and planned to ask at the 
nearby cafe if they were aware of the 
fire. As we walked along the track, a fire 
engine came along with blue lights 
flashing. Realising the fire was not 
intentional, I flagged them down to ask if 
they knew the precise location, which 
they ŘƛŘƴΩǘ. So, I explained geocaching, 

to which the firefighter asked, άŦƛƴŘ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ so after a hasty άȅǳǇέΣ I asked 
if I could show him where we had been 
at the geocache and thus exactly where 
the fire was, appropriately 100m from 
the track. He was jolly chuffed and off 
they zoomed to the site. We then saw 
another fire engine and fire Land Rover 
coming towards us and were relieved it 
was all in hand. However, they stopped 
at the junction and were talking on their 
radios. After a minute or so of them not 
moving, I thought it would be best to 
help them too, so went and knocked on 
the window of the Land Rover and 
explained again to him the location of 
the fire. He asked where we currently 
were, so of course I showed him the blue 
dot of our location. We felt proud that 
we had intervened and possibly helped 
save the forest from a widespread fire 
and speed up the recovery operation 
helping save the valuable and beautiful 
forest area from destruction.

Fire Service Land Rover heading towards the fire

Fire Service Fire Engine heading towards the fire
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The New Forest National Park and its 
surrounds exude natural beauty and hint 
at a wilder history than much of the 
decidedly bucolic or built-up south of 
England. The New Forest covers 220 
square miles, mainly comprising 
broadleaved woodland, heathland, 
grassland, tree plantations and 40 miles 
of coast including sandy beaches, 
saltmarshes and cliffs. It is home to 
various animals, such as the New Forest 
Ponies which are free to graze the 
National Park and pigs which can be seen 
free grazing during autumn.

The varied landscape ranges from 
Bronze Age barrows, to Ancient Oaks 
and panoramic views. Our hobby reflects 
these qualities, with many geocachers 
drawing attention to the New CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ 
places of special interest and splendour. 
The area is rich pickings for geocachers 
who enjoy a glimpse into .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ past, 
whilst taking pleasure in a walk or cycle 
when visiting.

9·t[hwLbD ¢I9 b9² Chw9{¢Χ
By Kim Ebner (Paws 4 a Cache), GAGB Rep

The New Forest was founded around 
1079 by William the Conqueror as a 
royal hunting ground, chiefly for 
deerstalking. It is the only forest 
discussed in any detail in the 1086 
Domesday Book, and is recorded as 
Nova Foresta. Have a go at άbh±! 
Chw9{¢!έ (GC7ND57) a puzzle geocache 
of the same name. Or you could also visit 
ά¢ƘŜ Rufus {ǘƻƴŜέ (GC37K39), a 
monument to King William II, William the 
/ƻƴǉǳŜǊƻǊΩǎ son, who was killed by an 
arrow belonging to one of his own 
hunting party!

New Forest

Location of the New Forest in the UK

The Rufus Stone

Pigs during the New Forest pannage season
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Commoners and their animals are 
considered ΨǘƘŜ architects of the CƻǊŜǎǘΩ 
and have had a great impact on the land 
since the CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ inception. The Forest 
was ruled by Forest Law, as opposed to 
common law, at that time, and still 
employs Agisters and Verderers today. 
Commoners also still hold five rights: 
Pasture; Mast, now known primarily as 
Pannage, when pigs are turned out in 
autumn to feast on the acorns; Estovers, 
or gathering wood for fuel; Turbary, or 
peat cutting; andMarl, clay digging. One 
of my multis ά! Clear Path for the 
/ƻƳƳƻƴŜǊǎέ (GCAE3K5) will provide you 
with a walk and some lovely views over 
the Forest, where ȅƻǳΩǊŜ likely to see 
grazing livestock. ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ also likely to see 
ponies, and sometimes cattle and 
donkeys at these two geocache 
locations: ά{ŜŜ the Ponies LLέ (GC73JKE) 
and ά901 ¢ǊŜŜǎέ (GCWM8N). The second 
will also provide you with a walk in some 
interesting woodland after perhaps 
visiting the district council seat and 
geocaches of Lyndhurst. 

The New Forest will celebrate 20 years 
as a designated National Park on the 1st 
March 2025, but it has been inhabited 
since at least the Bronze Age. There are 
several Bronze Age barrow locations 
within the Forest and ά.ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳ Heath 
round barrow ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅέ (GC77WT3) 
shows you just one of them ς but you 
will need to solve the puzzle first!

The Romans marched through much of 
Britain, and the New Forest was no 
exception. One of the more well-known 
areas of Roman activity in the Forest is 
the Sloden Inclosure, where you can also 
find the άSlodenPotteryέ (GC1C17E) 
geocache. Look out also for The New 
CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ nominee for Tree of the Year 
2024 ς The Elephant Oak, located in the 
nearby Old Sloden Inclosure! While in 
the area, you might like to walk the 
άAnses ²ƻƻŘέ (GC9XE7B) circuit, which 
consisting of eight geocaches.

If you enjoy military history while 
geocaching, you might be interested to

Ponies grazing in the New Forest
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Learn that the Forest was a nationally 
important centre of activity during the 
Second World War, especially for the 
RAF. There are a number of geocaches 
that point out the w!CΩǎ impact on the 
Forest; among them are: ά.ƻƳō bay 
doors open LLέ (GC7BM72), ά.ƻƳōǎ 
Away LLLέ (GC7BM7A), ά{ǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜ Pens 
±έ (GC7A51T) in the Western Forest, and 
άw!C .ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳέ (GC6Q0ZX) and ά¢ƘŜȅ 
Flew From The CƻǊŜǎǘέ (GC427D) (on the 
Beaulieu Estate, home to the National 
Motor Museum), in the Eastern Forest.

The New Forest National Park contains 
internationally important ancient 
woodland and some unique habitats. If 
you would like to set your eyes on a few 
impressive trees, some of which are at 
least 500 to 1,000 years old, visit these 
geocaches: ά¢ƘŜ Knightwood Oak: 
Queen of the CƻǊŜǎǘέ (GC7KM5K), for the 
most well-known of the New CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ 
trees; the virtual άbŜǿ Forest Landmarks 
²Ŝǎǘέ (GC89064), for a bit of a tour of 
the Western forest άIƻǿ Old Are ̧ ŜǿΚέ

(GC7M02W), for the puzzlers among 
you; άDǊŜŀǘ tƛƴŜǎέ (GC1A22W), if you 
want to look up and away; and άDǊŜŀǘ 
Trees of the New Forest- .ƻƴǳǎέ 
(GC8VWJR), for an Adventure Lab. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ even an EarthCache within the 
Forest boundary: ά!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ Wells #24 ς 
Irons Well EarthCache wŜǾƛǾŜŘέ 
(GC6V93A) which will take you to an 
ancient spring.

To experience some of the New CƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ 
curiosities, grab these Virtuals: ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Micro 14500...Minsteadέ (GC9P4YN) and 
ά¢ƘŜ Carter {ǘƻƴŜέ (GCAJG81), or take a 
gorgeous walk across the Forest to see: 
ά!ƭƭ This Beauty is of DƻŘέ (GC2JX5M). 
There are several active ancient 
geocaches too, if ȅƻǳΩǊŜ a fan of the 
oldies. The oldest geocaches inside the 
New Forest Perambulation are ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ 
tƻǊǘǳƎŀƭέ (GCGKDQ), ά.Ŝ Prepared Ηέ 
(GCF036) and ά¢ƘŜȅ Flew From The 
CƻǊŜǎǘέ (GC427D). The oldest geocache 
in the area, just outside the National 
Park is ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ a tŀŘŘƭŜέ (GC3724).

New Forest Ponies in Brockenhurst
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New Forest Ponies are a highlight for 
many visitors. Over 4,500 Ponies, are 
free to roam and graze across the New 
Forest perambulation ς you will see 
them in some unusual places!

Today, as in times gone by, walking, 
horse riding, and cycling are the best 
ways to tour the Forest. However, the 
area is well-served by the railway line 
which goes between Southampton and 
Bournemouth, as well as several A and B 
roads that provide main arteries from 
the north of the Forest to the south. And 
then ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ the Roger Penny Way from 
west to east also known for ά¢ƘŜ Best 
Road in the New Forest Bonus /ŀŎƘŜέ 
(GCAF0HN).

So why not visit the Forest Folk and grab 
a few geocaches? Oh, and bring your 
bike too!

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
US BY CLICKING ON 
THE SOCIAL MEDIA 

LOGOS HERE!

Landscape within the New Forest
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D!D. {Iht ¦t5!¢9Χ
By Paul Bevan (big eddie), Retail and Fundraising

Here at the GAGB, we have a few 
overheads that we need to fundraise to 
cover. These include: a dedicated phone 
answering service, for anyone that needs 
to contact us, whether ǘƘŀǘΩǎ one of our 
members or a landowner that has found 
a geocache on their land. We also have 
insurance, which not only allows us to 
sell goods at events, but also host events 
such as our άLƴǘǊƻ to DŜƻŎŀŎƘƛƴƎέ events 
aimed at muggles ς non geocaching folk! 
Another big expense is the website, 
these allow us to keep you, our 
members up to date on what we are 
doing and when. We also give a donation 
to each ά¦Y aŜƎŀέ committee as a kick 
start fund to help them fundraise for 
their upcoming mega events. The only 
way we can pay for these, is by 
donations and/or selling products from 
our online and pop-up-shop. LǘΩǎ also 
worth noting that all committee 
members are volunteers and apart from 
the odd expenses incurred such as 
postage costs, no committee member is 
paid.

So apart from the shop, another revenue 
stream we have, is our very popular map 
game. This game generally accompanies 
the shop to large scale events across the 
country.

The shop first started in 2015 with just a 
few products. Labels, pencils and the 
Loch Lomond National Park Geocoins. 

Since then, there has been several

trackables produced which include the 
now annual National Park Geocoin with 
the exception of 2020 and 2022. Each 
one depicting a different National Park ς 
where will next years be?! 20th 
Anniversary Geocoin and Racing Hound 
trackable tags view them all here.

Over the years the shop has grown and 
we have now introduced a clothing 
range available here. The range includes 
T-shirts, polo shirts, hoodies and zoodies. 
All can be personalised at an extra cost 
of £3 with your geocaching name or 
trackable code for example. The clothing 
is managed and embroidered by a 
trusted third party. 

We have now also developed a wide 
range of geocache containers available 
here, from 2ml magnetic tubes (£1.50) 
and bisons to plastic ammo cans (£15) 
currently our biggest geocache. All our 
geocache containers are ready to hide 
with GAGB logo logbook as standard and 
label, SWAG and pen where possible. All 
you need to do is, write the GC code and 
geocache name on the label, and ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
set to hide it!  

We also have various miscellaneous 
items available here, such as sew on 
badges, geocache labels, pens and 
geocache maintenance kits.

Every product we stock goes through the 
process, of initial idea, making of 
prototypes to costings and review by the
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committee. Before being added to the 
shop range for sale or added to 
something which we should revisit in the 
future.

This year we have seen the introduction 
of our new range of ά{ŜŜƪŜǊέ the 
squirrel, the new GAGB mascot related 
products. These include you being able 
to own your very own cuddly plus toy 
ά{ŜŜƪŜǊέ the squirrel for just £12 or with 
trackable tag £18. Or ά{ŜŜƪŜǊέ trackable 
tag is sold separately for just £6.50. We 
also have Seeker Pathtags for £2.99. 
With more products coming soon.

This year we are holding a 10% sale on 
some of our items in the run up to 
Christmas, so be sure to bag a bargain 
for your loved ones.

Another benefit for our members is that 
we offer a 5% discount across the range 
of products with the member discount 
code available here!

We also always look forward to hearing 
from you! So, if you have an idea for a 
geocache or product you would like to 
see for sale get in touch by sending an 
email direct to me at sales@gagb.org.uk 
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A yellow sign with black and white text

Description automatically generated

https://londoncallingnow.co.uk/
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A party invitation with a flag and balloons

Description automatically generated

https://mkgeocaching.co.uk/
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A sailboat invitation with a steering wheel

Description automatically generated

https://www.piratemania.org/
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Severn Bridge - Bridgeinfo.net

SEVERN UK 
MEGA 2025
Woodhouse Park Activity Centre
Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4LX

100 Club
Supporters Packs
Race the River Challenge
Camping & EHU Now Available!
Subscriber Programme (Last Chance!)

https://www.severnmega.org.uk/

